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NIU Libraries

Founders Keepers
Upcoming Events
 December 7: Closing Celebration
of Gwendolyn Brooks Exhibit
 December 11: President’s
Appreciation Gathering for
Faculty & Staff
 December 13: NIU Libraries
Holiday Party!

Taking a Stand: NIU Libraries Join the
Fight for Social Justice, by Ladka Khailova
We live in times that
seem to be without any
guarantee because
some of the “truths” we
used to consider unchangeable no longer
necessarily hold. Filled
with open tension and
strife, these volatile
times can make underrepresented populations particularly vulnerable, especially if
these populations bear
visible marks of otherness. For example, in
September 2017, the
Trump administration
moved decisively toward ending the
Obama-era DACA program that protects
young undocumented
immigrants from deportation. As members of
the academic community, we do not have to

passively watch these
groups further disempowered or pushed out.
We can help foster mutual understanding,
tolerance, caring for
each other, and equity.
As a model of this, Acting President Freeman
issued a bold statement voicing the institution’s continued commitment to serving
DACA students. NIU
Libraries explicitly endorsed the statement
by proudly displaying it
on the main floor of
Founders in a hard-tomiss place.
In line with this institutional advocacy for
marginalized immigrant
populations, two library
faculty members, Kathy
Ladell and Ladislava

Khailova, have partnered with the NIU
community outreach
program entitled Universidad para Padres
(Parent University) to
offer a 2017/2018
series of bilingual workshops enhancing the
attending families’ literacy skills. Sponsored
by the Northern Illinois
Regional P-20 Network
and coordinated by the
College of Education
doctoral student Susana DasNeves, Universidad para Padres
aims to empower immigrant Hispanic parents
or grandparents
through educational
efforts so that they can
become more actively
involved in the academic success of their
children. The program
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Taking a Stand (continued)
emphasizes building
closer relationships between the caregivers
and local schools while
also helping the caregivers find useful resources
in the community. Working toward the same
goals, Kathy and Ladka
developed a multipronged library program
to help underrepresented Hispanic parents/
caregivers feel more
comfortable using NIU
Libraries’ services and
collections as these relate to their children’s
reading skills, information literacy skills,
study skills, and a potential transition into
post-secondary education. Kathy and Ladka
are careful to address
the age-specific needs
of children within the
individual pre-K-12
groups. For instance,
the October 2017 library
session, attended by
approximately 45 Universidad para Padres
participants, focused
mostly on building emergent literacy skills of the
families’ elementary
school children. Similarly, an April 2018 session
is planned to address
the information literacy
needs of their high
schoolers.
Offered in Founders,
Kathy and Ladka’s workshops are firmly grounded in existing research.
Studies have repeatedly
shown that literacy
workshops like these,
especially when offered

Photo credit: Susana DasNeves

as a series, can diminish
the academic achievement gap between children of different socioeconomic backgrounds.
At the same time, the
key is to directly involve
parents/caregivers as
they shape their children’s home literacy
environment. Correspondingly, Kathy and
Ladka recently made
parents the main audience of a lecture about
the importance of early
parental involvement in
children’s literacy development, coupled with a
hands-on workshop on
practical ageappropriate strategies
for reading to and with
young children. Parents
were also introduced to
the Libraries’ reference
services, login-free computers, and bilingual
juvenile books collection, while also given
reading lists tailored to
their own linguistic, psychosocial, and literary
needs. The children
have directly benefitted

from the program as
well through engagement in literacy activities. Additionally, with
the expert help of DeeAnna Phares, all interested families received
courtesy cards as a tangible confirmation of
their membership in the
NIU communiversity.
It is a joy to watch the
very-active and highlymotivated Universidad
para Padres families
becoming increasingly
more comfortable in the
NIU Libraries while returning here regularly to
find additional empowerment through our collections and services.
Special thanks go to the
Libraries’ Administration
and Technology Support
Services, who enabled
the use of our smart
classroom on a monthly
basis for spin-off workshops led by Susana
DasNeves and entitled
Parent University College-prep Bootcamp.
These sorts of partner-

ships and interactions
have the potential to
enhance the underprivileged attendees’ home
literacy environment
and to result in their
increased comfort within
and knowledge of the
academic library as a
resource freely available
to them. Together, the
parents, NIU faculty, and
staff are helping to ignite social change, one
family at a time.

Photo credit: Susana DasNeves
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SEA Exhibits by Joanna Kulma
This year, to celebrate International Education Week, the
Southeast Asia Collection has
put up two exhibits. One at the
Holmes Student Center, outside of the Blackhawk food
court, and the other on the 4th
floor of Founders Memorial
Library in the SEA collection.
These exhibits were put together by Joanna Kulma and Christine Dose.
The exhibit at the Holmes Student Center features information about various study
abroad opportunities in Southeast Asia, as well as photographs from Southeast Asia .

Founders Southeast Asia exhibit

collection student worker Christine Dose’s study abroad experience in Indonesia. The exhibit
also includes Southeast Asian
fabrics and clothing, including
a traditional Burmese boy’s top
and Indonesian batik fabric.
This exhibit will be up through
early next week.
The exhibit in the Southeast
Asia collection aims to showcase many aspects of international education at NIU. On
display are books about education in Southeast Asia, books
by Southeast Asia faculty at
NIU, dictionaries and language
study books, and information
about study abroad opportunities in Southeast Asia. The
exhibit also features articles
about students’ study abroad
experiences, as well as photos
of the early days of the Center
for Southeast Asian Studies
Center, when it was a training
center for Peace Corps volunteers. This exhibit will be up
through December.
Holmes Student Center exhibit
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Because the world is at the window”: A Century of Gwendolyn Brooks,
a Century of Chicago by Beth McGowan
In honor of Gwendolyn
Brooks, favored Illinois
daughter and former
poet laureate, the state
is throwing a year-long
party known as Gwendolyn Brooks @ 100. To
join the celebration, Larissa Garcia, Kathy
Ladell, Beth McGowan,
DeeAnna Phares and
Abbey Thompson put
their heads together
and came up with a
plan! They organized
several events over the
course of the Fall semester that include faculty and students from
several departments.
These events, some in
Founders and some
held at the beautiful
DeKalb Public Library,
feature student work
from four different departments, Music, History, Art and English.
The first and longest
event housed on the

second and fourth floors
of Founders Memorial
Library is an exhibit,
“Because the world is at
the window”: A Century
of Gwendolyn Brooks, a
Century of Chicago that
includes an overview of
Brooks’ life and writing
within the context of the
South Side of Chicago,
where she spent her life.
The exhibit traces her
neighborhood, known as
the Black Belt or
Bronzeville, from the
year of her birth—1917—
through her death in
2000, and includes its
history and its major
institutions. Highlighted
are the Great Migration,
The Chicago Defender,
the WPA, the Black Chicago Renaissance, and
the Civil Rights Movement. The fourth floor
exhibit opened at the
beginning of October
and will conclude at the
end of the month. The

NIU’s 2017 Jazztet. (Photo Credit: Samantha Hathaway)

smaller, second floor
exhibit continues
through March.
As complement and supplement to the exhibit,
on October 6, 2017, the
NIU Libraries and DeKalb Public Library cohosted “The Scenes and
Sounds of Gwendolyn
Brooks,” featuring NIU
student jazz group, the
Jazztet, which played a
selection of pieces that
traced the musical development of Black Chicago over the decades.
This music was interspersed with a lecture
on the history of
Bronzeville and an overview of Brooks’ life provided by Chicago labor
historian, Edward Byrd—
Ph.D. Candidate in NIU’s
History Department.
Several events are centered around the art
exhibit from students in
Jessica Labatte’s ARTD
419 titled, “Pictures to
be read, Poetry to be
seen: Inspired by the
poetry of Gwendolyn
Brooks.” This exhibit is
being displayed at both
the DeKalb Public Library and the University
Libraries from the beginning of November to the
beginning of December.
An opening reception
was held at DeKalb Public Library on November
7 from 5:00 to 7:00
p.m. in the Yusunas and

Edward Byrd, Ph.D. Candidate,
History Dept., NIU (Photo
Credit: Samantha Hathaway)

Zimmerman Meeting
Rooms. In addition to
introducing the art and
artists, the reception
featured readings of
Brooks’ poetry by members of NIU’s Chapter of
Sigma Tau Delta, the
International English
Honor Society. The closing ceremony will be
held Thursday, December 7 from 4:00 to 5:30
p.m. on the first floor of
Founders Memorial Library.
Please have a look at
the exhibits or come to
the closing at the beginning of December. Join
us to celebrate Gwendolyn Brooks and the cultural universe that gave
birth to her poetry.
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Visiting Scholars from Asia Working in the Library by Hao Phan
In early November, a group of
five scholars from Indonesia
arrived at NIU to conduct their
research. As part of the program Indonesian Peningkatan
Kualitas Publikasi Internasional
[Indonesian International Publication Quality Improvement]
funded by the government of
Indonesia, these Ph.D. candidates, who are also university
instructors, will stay at NIU for
ten weeks working under the
supervision of NIU faculty
members to advance their research projects and writing for
publication. Using library materials at NIU will be an important
component of their research.

They visited Founders Library on
November 6 for a library orientation, provided by the Southeast
Asia Curator.
Another scholar from Asia also
visited the Southeast Asia Collection on November 2.
Wenshan Cao is a Ph.D. candidate from Fudan University in
Shanghai, China, who will stay at
NIU for one year doing research
on the post-Cold War ChinaBurma relationship. He is expected to use the Southeast
Asia Collection extensively, in
particular the Burma archival
collections, for his research.

Wenshan Cao from Fudan
University, Shanghai, China

Using library
materials at
NIU will be an
important
component of
their research

Five visiting scholars from Indonesia

IDS New Arrival
Please welcome Gabriela Crespo to the NIU Library!
Gabriela has replaced Bronwyn who fled for the greener pastures of Hormel.
Ms. Crespo majored in Art History at NIU. She is also an avid reader and hoarder of
stationery, a lover of languages, and a filmophile.
Stop by room 127 and say “hello”!
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News from Technology Support Services by Joe Thomas
Conversion to MalwareBytes Endpoint Security
A number of people may
have noticed warnings
that MalwareBytes was
going to expire in the
last couple weeks. MalwareBytes has discontinued the product we
use and has replaced it
with MalwareBytes Endpoint Security. This is an
updated software package that allows better
protection and remote
management. Technology Support Services has
completed rolling out
most of the new clients.
If you are still seeing an
expired MalwareBytes
client on Library computers please E-mail us the
location so we can address it!
O365 logins
As of November 6 DoIT
began a migration to
using Microsoft Azure
for our primary Active
Directory systems. This
is a cloud offering from
Microsoft that replaces
a lot of our on-premise
NIUNT based systems
for authentication and
authorization. In order to
make this transition they
had to change the primary method of access
to O365 systems. For
the time being both the
existing method of login
(your alias@niu.edu) and
the new method (AID@mail.niu.edu) will
work to log in to O365
systems. However, at
some point in the near
future they will be disabling the on-campus
systems that allow us to
use our alias based
logins to O365. That

being said whenever you
access O365 from
o365.niu.edu, any of the
web-based portals/
tools, or from your mobile devices moving forward you will want to
begin logging in with AID@mail.niu.edu or in
some cases
C60xxx@mail.niu.edu
depending on how old
your account is. DoIT
has set a tentative date
of January 2018 for this
change to become complete and alias based
logins will stop working
at that time.
This change will also
eventually need to be
made to desktop-based
applications that connect to O365 such as
Outlook and Skype for
Business. Technology
Support Services is in
the process of devising
the least invasive and
most efficient way of
making these changes.
We do not currently
have a timeline for when
those changes will be
made but we will share
that information when
we have it.
Please note that at this
time this change ONLY
effects O365-based
logins. All other logins
are currently remaining
the same.
Self-Service Password
Resets
Coinciding with the
change in authentication systems is a change
in how NIU does SelfService Password Re-

sets. In the past you had
to setup security questions via our password
change site. This functionality has now moved
to the O365 cloud. The
system will now function
much in the same way
most banks and other
large commercial entities operate with alternate contact methods
such as a text message
or call to a phone or
non-NIU E-mail address.
In order to set up your
new alternate contact
information you simply
need to log in to
http://o365.niu.edu.
The first time you log in
there after the change
was made (Monday
11/6) you will be
prompted to setup your
alternate contact information as part of the log
in process. When
prompted, enter your
cell phone number, alternate number, and/or
non-NIU E-mail address.
You will then need to
click Verify next to each
method. If you skip the
verification process you
will be prompted again
next time you log in.
A number of people
have inquired about
what options are available for those who do not
have a cell phone, are
unwilling to share a personal E-mail address or
phone number with NIU
for these purposes. In
this event you can use a
landline NIU number
(set for a call, NOT SMS)
as the alternate contact
number. You can also
set up a separate Gmail
or other free E-mail ac-

count specifically for this
purpose.
More information about
the Self-Service Password Reset process can
be found at DoIT’s website here:
http://doit.niu.edu/doit/
services/identity/AccountID
-Password-Help.shtml/
Disabling the Novell
Client
With DoIT planning to
decommission all Novell
based server services in
the coming months it
has become necessary
to stop using the Novell
client. We have been
developing and testing
altered configurations to
allow us to discontinue
the use of the Novell
Client. We will begin a
rollout of a Group Policy
that will begin to enact
these changes on Faculty, Staff, and Student
computers soon. We
have created settings in
the policy that will continue to map home
drives (G:\, H:\ or both
in some cases depending on your account,
they both go the same
place), departmental
drives (V:\), and NASconnected drives (N:\,
Systems) so access
should not be an issue.
However, what will be
most noticeable will be a
change in the login experience. Currently our
systems are using two
authentication systems:
Novell client and Windows Domain (NIUNT)
authentication.
Continued on page 7
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Technology Support Services (continued)
As such, once the new
settings begin taking
place the computers will
no longer show the
Novell login first. You will
still log in to the computer using your A-ID/C60
account and network
password. There just
won’t be a second login
step in some cases any

longer. Those of you who
need to use local logins
(such as “Library”) can
still do so from this initial
login screen with the
same methods you used
previously for the time
being.
The login screens that you
will begin seeing later this

week will look slightly different. Note the missing
“Red N” and the “Login to
NIUNT” that were part of
the previous second login. This change does not
currently affect Patron
PCs, Classroom PCs, or
systems that are already
running without a Novell
client (some laptops).

Technology Support Services is currently testing
settings for Patron PCs
and hopes to have them
ready by the end of the
week as well.

Happy Holidays from FLA by Karen Brint
We decorated the staff
lounge for the holidays on
December 1, serving coffee and treats. Thanks to
all who joined the committee in transforming the

lounge! Stop by on your
break to take a peek!
We would like to extend
an invitation to our next

gathering, the Holiday
Party, being held on December 13 from 11:30-2,
in the staff lounge. Further
information about dinner
reservations, charities

being supported, and the
raffle has been emailed
soon, so keep an eye on
your inbox.
Happy Holidays from FLA!
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Blast from the (Recent) Past:
Halloween 2017
FLA would like to thank everyone
who came out to trick or treat with
us on Halloween! We had a spooktacular time!
Thank you to everyone who came in
costume, brought a treat, and participated in the fun and games. It was
a great turnout and the best way to
wrap up our membership drive!
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